62                        SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY                    PART i

all intermediate stages exist, at least theoretically,
and the different human societies must be respec-
tively compared with these successive animal stages
on this low plane of life.

Looked at from this point of view society may be
with much truth regarded as an organism, but it is
obviously a very low form of organism. We are
thus * strikingly impressed with the great relative
imperfection of society, and at the same time we are
furnished with the means of seeing more clearly
than in any other way the true relation of sociol-
ogy to biology. The sociologist is dealing with an
undeveloped stage of a great series of phenomena,
and he may well ask himself the question : If such
an inchoate being is capable of accomplishing such
results as have been accomplished by the social
organism, what may we not expect when, under the
great law of development operating throughout
the organic world, this social organism shall have
attained even the lower stages of integration mani-
fested in the humbler animal creatures with which
we are all familiar? And when we shrink with a
sense of dread from the idea of any such state of
social centralization, it is because we fail to real-
ize the possibility of a homogeneous development
throughout all the parts of society, including the
necessary modification in the character of its indi-
vidual members, to adapt them to such a regime of
subordinate cooperation in the grand scheme. We
fail to realize, on the one hand, the possibility of